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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.       Research to Address Chlorate Residuals
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Chlorate is a natural break-down product of sodium hypochlorite which is commonly used by the water industry as a disinfection agent for water supplies. Greater concentrations of chlorate will be present in batches of sodium hypochlorite that have been stored for some time (e.g. longer than one month), are stored at high temperature or are exposed to light or metallic impurities.

In the last round of revision of the NHMRC Guidelines, it was proposed to include a guideline value for chlorate of < 0.3 mg/L.  At publication of the revised guidelines, no value for chlorate was included. It is likely that a value will be included in the next iteration and the State government are separately considering the feasibility of introducing a guideline value of 0.8 mg/L.

At present, any water service provider that measures chlorate concentrations must report them as an incident to DERM regardless of the concentration. This is standard procedure for any monitored indicators for which there are no standards prescribed in the NHMRC guidelines. 

One of our regional members has raised a concern about residual chlorate levels following sodium hypochlorite dosing.  This water service provider has implemented a baseline monitoring program to examine the effects of dilution and temperature controls.  It is also believed that there may be impurities in the sodium hypochlorite product supplied. Discussions with DERM have suggested that this issue may be experienced by many providers who use this product.  

qldwater is seeking expressions of interest from other members interested in being part of a small technical panel established to investigate, share information and resources and offer joint industry recommendations to address this potential health concern. Collaborative work on this issue has already been undertaken by several entities in SEQ and SEQ members may be able to provide base information for other water service providers. Should you wish to participate in this panel, please register your interest with Heather Gold by no later than Wednesday 1 June.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.       Water Sensitive Future – Water Education Workshop 2011
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) is hosting the Water Sensitive Future – Water Education Workshop 2011 to be held at the Primary Industries Conference Centre, Ann Street, Brisbane on the 11th and 12th of August.

Building on the success of the 2009 and 2010 Water Educator Workshops, this year’s will focus on:

· building knowledge about holistic, sustainable approaches to urban water management and promoting the benefits of total water cycle management

· community education – providing skills development and opportunities for networking and sharing information, resources and ideas

· water efficiency in the non-residential sector

· building understanding about urban water reform (regulatory and non-regulatory measures)

Who should attend?

This event will be an excellent networking opportunity and the following people are encouraged to attend:

· Council and distributor-retailer water educators

· Water service provider (WSP) staff involved in demand management programs and initiatives

· Staff from agencies that play a role in water education 

Registration is free, but as places are limited please confirm your attendance by as soon as possible to waterwise@derm.qld.gov.au. If you would like to conduct a workshop session please contact Mary Horton at mary.horton@derm.qld.gov.au, tel 3405 3155.

Could you please forward this invitation to anyone in your organisation who may be interested in attending.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.       IWC Water Leader Scholarships
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scholarships in Integrated Water Management
The International WaterCentre’s Water Leader Scholarships are now open to study the IWC Master of Integrated Water Management in 2012.

The program equips students with the integration, leadership and managerial skills to become part of an elite group of water leaders with sustainable and holistic solutions to global water and climate change challenges. The program takes a multi-disciplinary, whole-of-water-cycle approach. It is a co-badged and co-taught degree by The University of Queensland, Griffith University, Monash University and The University of Western Australia. 

•  Full tuition (valued at $41,520) and partial tuition scholarships

•  Scholarship applications open 1 May - 1 August 2011
•  Program starts in February 2012 (The University of Queensland, Brisbane)

•  Full-time or part-time/distance study options 

Apply online: www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships
More information:  Watch video | Download PDF brochure | Find us on Facebook | View slide show
Contact: Email admin@watercentre.org | Phone +61 7 3123 7766
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